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The Other McClung

ost Albertans have heard and
read of Nellie McClung. But
what about a Mr. McClung? In-

deed, was there a Mr. McClung? The fact
that Nellie had five children would sug-
gest that there was, indeed. He was
Wesley McClung and known
to his friends as Wes.

On the occasion of their
50th wedding anniversary,
Nellie described their meet-
ing: It came about through
MNellie's Bible class teacher
who had mentioned that she
had a son with red hair. Red!
That was Nellie’s favourite
colour and she was deter-
mined to meet him. Nellie
wrote “1 went into the drug
store where he was employed
and purchased a fountain pen
with my last three dollars. He
had no chance to escape after that.” Nellie
and Wesley McClung were married in
I 896.

Wes was a young pharmacist trying to
earn enough money to set up his own
pharmacy. In time, he did so and the
young couple lived above the drug store,
which was in Manitou, Manitoba, for 15
years.

Wes was a good pharmacist and a con-
scientious one. Indeed his attention to de-
tail and for accuracy in his work became a
problem. As Nellie related in her biogra-
phy: “He had the drugstore in Manitou
now. Wes was a worrier. Had all the pre-
scriptions been filled properly? Were the
drugs all locked up securely? The strain
was beginning to tell on his disposition,
so we sold the drug store. He tried farm-
ing at first but when he received an invita-
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Wesley McClung - 1930
Courtesy Glenbow Archives
NA-5186-5

tion to join the Manufacturers Life, we
moved to Winnipeg.”

Times were ripe for insurance sales-
men. Wesley McClung had found his
niche and did very well in the insurance
business. Indeed, it was his success which
caused the family to move fur-
ther west and to become Al-
bertans. Wes was transferred
to Edmonton where he became
circuit manager for the com-
pany, then later the firm
moved him to Calgary with
still more responsibility.

The family lived in a beau-
tiful and spacious house at
1501-7th Street SW. They
attended nearby Wesley United
Church and because of this, as
well as Nellie's activities, they
no doubt met and knew Dr.
George Kerby who was a
United Church minister at Central United
Church but who had been a minister at
Wesley United and who probably returned
there from time to time to give guest ser-
mons.

The former McClung house is now a
Heritage site and will remain where it is
and as it is for years to come. When one
passes this house one will be reminded of
Nellie McClung and the many fine contri-
butions she made to this city, this prov-
ince and this country.

Perhaps now, one will also be re-
minded of the tall, handsome man with
the reddish hair turning to sandy grey,
who was by her side for 55 years until she
died at Gordon Head, Victoria, in 1951.
Wesley followed her five years later. -

— Ken Penley



Calendar
of Events

p—

February 23rd :

Movie Theatres on Stephen Ave-
nue: The Cose of the Empress
The history of the Empress Theatre.

—

March 23rd:
CCHS Annual General Meeting

See page 3 for details.

—

April 27th:

Ernest Manning: the Accidental
Politician

The history of Emest Manning from
Soskotchewan form boy to Alberta’s
longest-serving premier.

—

May 25th:

A History of Arabs ond Muslims
in Alberta

The 100-yeor story of Arabs and Mus-
lims in our province.

—

=

All events, except the AGM, are
free programs ot 7:30 p.m. of
Fort Calgary Historic Park (750-9
Avenue SE).
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From the President

rogram meetings at Fort Calgary,
Purguni?_ed by Laurel Halladay, in-
cluded:

« The Waldron Ranch Story 1883 -
1907 by author Warren Elofson

« The Grandfather of the Buffalo:
Fossils in the Culture and Beliefs of
the Nitsitapit (Cory Gross)

« Proud to be White: The Ku Klux
Klan in Alberta (William Baergen)

» Early Pioneers — Struggles and Tri-
umphs (Edie Postill Cole) in con-
junction with the Christmas Lunch
on December 12

Proud to be White filled the Fort Cal-
gary auditorium and we received a threat
about the talk. Needless to say it generated
some interest in Calgary., As usual the
Christmas luncheon (thanks to Sarah Har-
vey and Shona Gourlay) was sold out and
Early Pioneers brought back the “good old
days™ that sound romantic but were very
challenging.

CCHS has been invited to attend His-
torical Institutions meetings in Calgary.
The core group may expand but at present
consists of Heritage Park Historical Vil-
lage, The Calgary Stampede, Fort Calgary,

Lougheed House and Glenbow Museum.
Carrol Jaques has been our representative.

Our AGM on March 23, 2010 will
have the President and CEO of the Heri-
tage Park Historical Village, Alida Vis-
bach, as the guest speaker. The
Ranchmen’s Club will be the historic loca-
tion.

Historic Calgary Week 2009 was very
well attended. The co-chairs Kate
Reeves, Janice Lowe, Roberta Ryckman
and Linda Purdy — deserve more than
congratulations. They attended a prelimi-
nary meeting to help CCHS begin to think
of 2010. Their commitment and expertise
is needed and valued, and they will assist
in picking a paid coordinator for HCW
2010. Carrol Jaques has applied for grants
from the Alberta Community Initiative
Program and the Federal Government’s
Building Communities Through Arts and
Culture Program and has obtained a
52,000 grant from the City of Calgary.

CCHS is in the final stages of entering
into an Agency Agreement with the Bow-
ness Historical Society.

The Living History Project is in its
nascent stage.

— Henry Murzyn

Editorial

llow me to introduce myself. My
Anamc is Bill Longstaff and with

this edition 1 assume the responsi-
bilities and pleasures of editor/designer of
this newsletter. | have a broad background
in writing and editing as an author of
books and articles, as a communications
instructor at SAIT, and working with other
newsletters. When the job became avail-
able, this background combined with my
interest in history insisted that [ apply, and
the Board graciously accepted my applica-

tion. My biggest challenge of course will
be to maintain the high standard that Ruth
Kerr brought to the task during her tenure.
[ will, 1 promise you, do my best.

If you have something to say to your
fellow members, a news item or a story
drawn from our history, or if you simply
have ideas about what the newsletter
should be doing, we want to hear from
vou. Submissions may be edited for length
or clarity, (08

— Bill Longstaff

Solutions t0 CroSSWOrd  crossmonon pae 4

Across: 1. Cantos, 4. Tyrrell, 8. Intel,

9, Tuned, 10, Taw, 11. Gil, 12. Youth,
13. Diner, 14. Kwong, 16. Sanders,

19, Era, 20. Reads, 23. Cabot, 25, Allen,
27. Nee, 28, Tutor, 30. No, 31. LDS,

32.Ash, 33. Dee, 34. Only

Deown: 1. Chinook, 2. Natal, 3.0xley,
4. Tenth, 5. Rod, 6. Eaton, 7. Lowery,
8. Trussed, 13. Duerr, 14. Grant,

17. Nickle, 18, Shawnessy, 21. Sweeny,
22. Scotia, 23, Buich, 24, Annie,

25, Nolan, 29, Red



Mido Vishach brings 28 yeors of hospitality, tourism, und- ﬁéii.mge

museom. She lomched the institution’s largast single copitel compaign

I complete, supanding the Park's time period from 1914 1 the 19405,

-

i

-
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Alida Visbach
President & CEO
Heritage Park
Tue March 23/10
Bennett Room
Ranchmen’s Club

710, 13 Ave SW

LOOoIs Upen. o.Uu pm
Mini-Tour: :10 pm
AGM: :30 pm
Dinner: 30 pm
Speaker: :30 pm
Cash Bar

Pairlking IVENEDIE

institution mon : Conod's logest fving history | AUAIENS orf= .

institution management experience to Canoda’s lorgest living history | { '. Tickets . $45

 and expansion project. With over S63-million raised, the praject is 95% | [ {RMMSEN oYl s =TT V=) dle] 1S Call:
‘{ISarah Harvey:

1140373071771

Ranchmen’s code of dress: smart casual. No jeans, T-shirts, athletic shoes, sweats, ete.are permitied. Inappro-
priate attire may result in refusal of entry into the building.

New — Cochrane History Book

Get your copy now ...... $65.00
Available ot Royal Bonk-Cochrane Bronch
(Thursdays 1:00 o.m. to 3: p.m.)
or phone Gayle Want: 403-932-4531
or Bemice Klotz: 403-932-6507

Emn-—
Flistorican & Sponsored by
P—— Bearspow Histarical Society
Progervation Bearspow Lions Chab
[ Bow Riversedge Compgeound Society

Cocheona and Area Commemity Faundation

www.chapstachrane.com Cocheonce Royal Conadion Legion

More Big Hill Country

Cochrane and Area
194519351

Glenbow Museum and Archives
Stockmen's Memorial Foundation
Sura Print & Copy, Cochrona

Town of Cochrane
Tremar Computer Solutions

Voices from the
Past

4 January 19186
“Prisoners of war complaining
about an insufficlent supply

of winter clothing. Th

the Supply Officer. He, how-
ever, lacks large Shoepacks,
Mackinay nd other neces-
sities. Weather cold. Two
Frisoners of War arrived in
camp today.”

11 January 1916

“The P. of W. were not sent
out to work today on account
of the extremely low tempera-
ture; the temperature regis-
tering 40 degrees helow zero,
They were employed cutting
wood for the camp and clean-

ing up generally In hour
shifts. Two P. of W. arrived
today.”

17 January 1916
“At about 1 a.m. this morning
a shot was fired at a suspi-
clous looking object moving
in the underbrush, by the
sentry of No. 6 post. The Bu-
gler sounded the alarm and
the Guard and soldiers ofl
duty were turned out. An in-
spection was made of the sur-
rounding ground butl no trace
of any tracks except those of
a deer were discovered. The
prisoners were counted and
found all present so it was
concluded that the sentry
fired at a deer. P. of W.
turned out to work at the
usual time and worked satis-
factorily.”

- diary entries written by offi-
cers In charge of the Castle
Mountain Internment Camp
near Banfl during the Great
War, Glenbow Archives

Submitted by
Laurel Halladay




y iSalution on page 2)
Across
1. Calgary's unique Music Museum
4. TheRoyol _______ Museum in Drumheller
8. A monufacturer of computer chips
9. Fixed o piono
10. A morble
11. A mineral that has played o lorge role in Colgory's
congny

12. The young
13. A ploce to eot

14. Alberta’s Lt. Gov. Norman

16. Colgary historion, Horry

19. Animportant period of time

20. Studies, peruses, evaluates

73. The Trail on Cape Breton

5. The Bill Pond west of Bragg Creek
27. A society word for “formerly’

28. A reacher or insteuctor

30. Jomes Bond's eorly foe, Dr.

29

31. Mormon Chureh (init.)

32. A cinder; tree 32
33. Sixties’ film star, Sondro

34. Sole, olone, barely

Down (CHS Board Members

1. Calgary's fomous westerly wind, the
2. Moscent or initiol ?mﬂd“l
3 = _ranch, founded by John Croig ond Alexan- e
der Stavely Hill in the 1880°s, neor Clareshalm lﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ.ﬁ?ﬁ”'ﬂ'w"’m
4. Kensington's main drag, Street _
5. Colgory's 33 mayar, Sykes :"“dp“i“'.'d““'&
(X - un mlsmg
b. Once o mojor downtown shopping mall, the Carmol Jg;esl. :
_ (entre joquesE@ielssplonat.nat
7. The Brown- Park S.W. of Calgary 4028595
9. Bound; fasten Eii]m ‘E’icT President
13. Colgory's 37% moyor, l ona Gou
15. Colgory's 31 mayor, JIW. _____ MacEwan m@m'g&"m
17. The Arts Museum ot the University of Second Vice President/
Colgary Ege:}iﬂdzl";oiad;
| LN
18. A neighbourhood in SW Colgary hmuﬁ*yn@:lclus.ml
21. The mad barber of Londan, Todd o
ecretar
22. Novo - ) lobin Erm:ulc’rI
24. Fomed outlow (assidy bmok_j@shumn
25, Colgary's first female school trustee, ) 403-2421893
Foote

26. Early Calgary lowyer, Paddy

Treasurer

lanet McMaster
imemost@ishaw.co
403-736-3406

District Liaison
Diana Ringstrom
dionarim@tebus.nat
403-240-9828

Fublicity

Vivian Samgsan
yivions 1@ telus, nat
403-277-1M3

Archives

Rabert Cosmack
403-183-5904

Research
Kristi lohnson

l '
“. ' .
3

Kristi_Johason@&paramauntensry.com

Programs
1uu?§ Holloday
Imhalladehatmoil.com

Director at Large
George Milne
403-253-5469

Membership
Sarah Harvey
sarhorv@gmuil.com

Social Convenot
Susan Turnes

sotumeniDelys nat

‘Web Page
[rema, Walte and Hail De Boni

iwdebani@shaw.co

Legal Advisar
Brod Piarce

403-232-9605

Mewsletter Editor
ill Lomgstaff
bollot@shaw.co
403-245-9587

23, oy stautenr, the. Lo, %0 Bownes Newsletler Submissions: the deodiine for the Summer issue is May 17, 2010.
— Jemnifer Prest  Please send your article and/or photos to Bill Longstaff ot ballot@shaw.co.

Memhers hlp Associate membership  515.00

Please check the oddress lobel on your envelope and Annual Subscription  $25.00
note when your subscription expires. Membership Total $40.00
theques are poyable to The Historical Seciety of Alberta, oio '
P.0. Box 4035, Station C, Calgory AB T2T SM9 Purchosed together 535.00
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Family membership
Annual Subscription
Total

Purchosed together

525.00
525.00
$50.00
$45.00

Affiliote membership ~ $55.00
(school, museum,

librory, historical society)
Associote membership $120.00



